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Thankfully, there is hope and healing after abortion. The Bible tells us
that we all have guilt and shame for the sins we have committed. But
there is forgiveness and freedom for us if we come to Christ and
repent of our sin—even the sin of abortion (Matthew 11:28-30; John

(11

3:16; 1 John 1:9). There are also post-abortive counseling and support
services available at many churches and pregnancy resource centers
(PRCs) throughout our state to help women through their guilt and
grief.

Find a PRC near you at: ChooseLifeldaho.org/Pregnancy-Centers
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QUESTIONS ABOUT ABORTION

IS THE PREBORN CHILD REALLY ALIVE?

At the moment of fertilization, a completely new individual is formed
that has new and unique DNA, making it a human person distinct from
the mother.

Science tells us that from the point of fertilization, this newly created
human is alive—immediately meeting every scientific requirement for life:
cellular organization; the ability to reproduce; the ability to maintain
homeostasis through biochemical regulatory mechanisms in cells and
organs; the ability to metabolize energy; the ability to sense and respond
to external stimuli in its environment; and the ability to adapt, grow, and
develop.

Moreover, a preborn baby’s heart begins to beat as soon as 22 days after
conception (5 weeks gestation), and babies can feel pain as early as 10
weeks after conception (12 weeks gestation). Although a beating heart
and the ability to feel pain are indicators of life, science shows us that the
preborn child is alive from the moment of fertilization.

DOES THE PREBORN CHILD DESERVE PROTECTION?

God clearly values preborn life. God made all humans in His image, and
preborn children are no exception. The Bible even uses the word
‘brephos’ to describe preborn children—the same word used to describe
infants and young children who have already been born. For example,
Luke uses the word ‘brephos’ to describe the preborn John the Baptist
“leaping with joy” in his mother’s womb at the sound of his relative Mary,
mother of Jesus, coming to visit—providing a compelling picture of life in
the womb.

The Bible also gives legal protections to the preborn. As God revealed
in the Mosaic law, a man who hits a pregnant woman and causes harm

to a preborn child, even unintentionally, must pay damages for the harm
he caused both to the woman and the preborn child (Exodus 21:22-25).
And if God views harm to the preborn child as equal to harm to the
mother, God’s justice demands that we uphold justice for the preborn—
and that includes treating abortion, which ends the life of a preborn child,
as murder.

*Unless otherwise stated, all Scripture quotations are taken from the English Standard Version (ESV)

PRO-LIFE ACTION STEPS

1. STAND FOR LIFE

Christians are called to speak up and defend the most vulnerable in our
society (Proverbs 24:11-12; 31:8; Ephesians 5:11), and the most vulnerable
among us are preborn children.

2. ELECT PRO-LIFE LEADERS

The Bible commands God’s people to select leaders for themselves who
fear God and reject evil (Exodus 18:21). This means we should choose
leaders who stand for biblical values, including defending the defenseless.
Abortion is one of the greatest evils of our time—and it cannot be a
secondary issue for Christian voters and leaders committed to upholding
God’s justice.

3. HELP EXPECTANT MOTHERS CHOOSE LIFE

Pregnancy resource centers (PRCs) specialize in delivering medical,
financial, practical, and spiritual assistance to pregnant mothers and their
families—enabling them to choose life. One way Christians can help build
a culture of life in their communities is by volunteering and supporting
their local pregnancy resource centers.

4. PRAY FOR GOD’S DIVINE INTERVENTION

Abortion has become so deeply ingrained in our culture that the fight to
end it will be an intense spiritual battle (Ephesians 6:12). And since that
battle is with the powers of darkness, we must petition God to help us
(Philippians 4:6-7). As President Ronald Reagan once explained, “We
need to join in prayer to bring protection to the unborn. | believe it will
not be possible to accomplish our work, the work of saving lives, without
being a soul of prayer.”

“At the heart of the abortion issue rests one overarching question: Is

abortion a form of murder? In other words, does abortion involve the willful
destruction of a living human person?’”

R.C. SPROUL




ABORTION IN IDAHO

PREBORN HUMAN LIFE IS PROTECTED BY TWO ABORTION
BANS IN IDAHO:

Heartbeat Law

The Heartbeat law creates civil liability for medical professionals who
perform an abortion or prescribe chemical abortion pills after a preborn
baby’s heartbeat can be detected, except in cases of medical emergency,
rape, and incest.

Defense of Life Act

The Defense of Life Act creates criminal liability for medical professionals
who perform an abortion or prescribe chemical abortion pills, except in
cases of rape, incest, and when the life of the mother is threatened.

SINCE AUGUST 2022
THE ABORTION RATE IN
IDAHO HAS DROPPED

99.7%

Operating together, these complementary measures have already saved
thousands of precious lives—effectively eliminating access to elective, in-
state abortions. According to the Idaho Department of Health and
Welfare, abortion numbers have dropped 99.7% since these pro-life
laws went into effect!

While we thank God for the progress we’ve made, we still have more
work ahead of us. Both of these laws allow abortion in cases of rape and
incest, which we must strive to remove. In addition, both laws do not
restrict abortifacient drugs and devices that are deceptively labeled as
contraceptives, a serious oversight that must be corrected. Bottom line:
Christians must continue fighting until every preborn child receives
equal protection according to God’s law.

WHAT ABOUT RAPE OR INCEST?

Initially, it might seem compassionate to allow a woman who has become
pregnant through rape or incest to abort her child. However, Proverbs
14:12 tells us that what seems right to us can lead to death.

So instead, we must ask ourselves: What does God have to say about it?
Does evil justify more evil? God’s answer is an emphatic “no.” Ezekiel
18:19-20 tells us that children should not be punished for the sins of their
father, and children conceived in rape or incest are no exception to that
rule. Put differently, preborn children should not be deprived of their right
to life simply because of the circumstances of their conception.

Furthermore, while we must support expectant mothers when they
suffer from the trauma of rape or incest, we must also be honest with
them about the real and lasting consequences of abortion. For example,
an Elliot Institute survey of women who became pregnant as a result of
rape found that 88 percent of those expressing an opinion “explicitly
regretted their abortions and stated that it had been the wrong solution
to their pregnancies.” And just as tellingly, every rape or incest victim
surveyed who carried their baby to term “expressed satisfaction with their
decision to have the baby.”

WHAT IF THE LIFE OF THE MOTHER IS THREATENED?

In rare cases where the onset of a life-threatening health condition means
that both mother and baby will die unless an abortion is performed,
ending a pregnancy is sometimes the only option for doctors to preserve
life. In situations like these, the baby can often be delivered prematurely,
which at the least provides the baby with minutes, hours, or days of life
that he or she would not have had otherwise. When early delivery is not
possible, an abortion may be morally acceptable to save the life of the
mother.

“Abortion and racism are both symptoms of a fundamental human error.
The error is thinking that when someone stands in the way of our wants,
we can justify getting that person out of our lives. Abortion and racism stem

from the same poisonous root: selfishness.”

ALVEDA KING




THE TRUTH ABOUT ABORTION

SURGICAL ABORTION METHODS
Suction Aspiration/Vacuum Curettage

In the first trimester of a pregnancy, a tube with a sharp end and with 10
to 20 times more suction power than a household vacuum is inserted
into the mother’s uterus and is used to dismember the child and dispose
of its body parts.

Dilatation and Evacuation (D&E)

In the second trimester of pregnancy, forceps are used to grab the limbs
of the preborn child and tear the child’s body apart using a violent twist
and pull method. Finally, the head of the child, which is typically the size
of a large plum, is crushed so it can be removed.

Partial Birth Abortion (D&X)

Partial birth abortions are performed between 18 weeks gestation until
the end of pregnancy. In this heinous procedure, the child is partially
delivered by dragging him or her out by the feet. Once the head of the
child is exposed, the abortionist punctures the base of the skull with
scissors and suctions out the brain.

Induction Abortions

In an induction abortion, a mother is artificially induced to deliver a
preborn child that is developmentally too young to survive outside the
womb and therefore dies. Sometimes, chemicals are used before labor in
order to kill the baby before delivery.

CHEMICAL ABORTION
Abortion Pills

The abortion pill regimen is a poisonous cocktail used in the first trimester
of pregnancy and is the most common abortion method between five to
eleven weeks of pregnancy. The first pill is mifepristone (RU-486), which
blocks progesterone and effectively starves and kills the preborn baby.
The second pill is misoprostol, which causes contractions that expel the
baby’s remains.

NOTE: After taking this first pill, a woman can receive abortion pill
reversal treatment that might save the life of her baby. Abortion pill
reversal treatments are available at most pregnancy resource centers and
have a 62% success rate when received within 24 hours of ingesting
mifepristone. See AbortionPillReversal.com for more information.

WHAT ABOUT ABORTIFACIENTS?

Unfortunately, many drugs commonly regarded as contraceptives not
only prevent fertilization but may also end developing preborn life after
fertilization. These abortifacients turn the womb into a hostile
environment for the preborn child so that it won’t implant and survive
during the first two weeks of pregnancy. Abortifacients include Plan-B®
(levonorgestrel), ella® (ulipristal), copper and hormonal IUDs, and possibly
hormonal birth control. While many Christians don’t realize these
pharmaceutical contraceptives often function as abortifacients, it is
incumbent upon them to stop using these drugs once they learn.
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